
Joining the St. Vincent de Paul Community 
 

We the people of God of 

St. Vincent de Paul Church 

Respond to God’s call to 

Reflect 

The light and love of God the Creator, 

Mother and Father of us all 

The infinite mercy and compassion of 

Jesus Christ 

The empowering grace of the Holy Spirit 

Support 

Our welcoming community of 

diverse persons and families 

Our active and full participation in 

liturgies and celebrations 

Our spiritual growth in scripture, 

sacraments and community 

Commit 

To love, serve and challenge one another 

To sustain the Earth, our neighbors near and far, the poor, the marginalized 

To be healing instruments of justice and peace.



 

 

Our Community vision is to become a community 

transformed by Word and Sacrament to Serve. 

 

At  St. V’s, We come together as community to hear the Word and share in the 

Sacraments and through these to be transformed into the mind of Christ for service 

to each other, to our neighbors, and to the world community. 

St. Vincent’s invites and supports lay involvement—indeed needs—individual 

commitment to fulfill our mission in worship, community, and service. Please 

consider which of these parts of our mission match your talents and skills and 

volunteer on the Parish Registration forms. 

 

We are a community alive in the Spirit, actively engaged in celebrating, serious 

about spiritual growth, and intent on living the faith. Vatican II tells us that it is the 

liturgy, especially the Eucharist, through which the work of our salvation is 

accomplished because it is in the liturgy that we express and demonstrate what 

Christ means for humankind. 

At St. Vincent’s we take this responsibility, one of personal and ecclesial 

transformation into the mind of Jesus, very seriously. And we have found to our 

delight that the mind of Jesus is expansive, welcoming, warm, liberating, and 

affirming! Our liturgical celebrations reflect this discovery. 

We have an active and engaged Liturgy Committee who brings creativity and 

spirit into our weekly liturgies and depth and meaning into the Church’s seasonal 

celebrations. 

Worship 

http://www.stvchurch.org/council-committees/liturgy/


We honor the Word of God. We have placed a specially-commissioned, leather 

bound set of the books of the Jewish and Christian scriptures, our Altar Bible, 

prominently on either side of the central tabernacle. Our lectors read the lectionary 

readings directly from this bible and our liturgy planners work with the homilist 

to elicit scriptural themes to weave into our Sunday Masses. We have homilies that 

challenge us to reflect on our journey. We believe the Word needs to be heard and 

by all so we provide a separate, developmentally-appropriate Liturgy of the Word 

for Children (pre-K to Middle School) after the Opening Prayer at the Sunday 

9:30 Mass. Children return after the homily. A nursery for toddlers is also available 

at the 9:30 Mass. 

We honor the Sacramental nature of our tradition. We conform to Vatican II’s 

directive that we come to the liturgy fully aware of what we are doing and actually 

engage in it. At our Sunday Mass, our elementary and middle school children call 

us to centering at the start as bell ringers, people from the congregation prepare 

the altar as altar dressers, and our celebrant is assisted by Eucharistic ministers. 

Infant baptisms occur during the Mass with full community affirmation. We also 

provide opportunities for individual and group spiritual development such as our 

Men’s Cursillo Group. 

In all of this, we sing! We sing with heart and gusto – to praise the Lord and to 

pray. We unite our voices in song to lift our spirits and deepen our community 

prayer life. The rich musical accompaniment at St. Vincent is designed to support 

congregational singing at the 9:30 Sunday Mass. Parishioners volunteer their 

talents to express themselves in music in our Choir  or as musicians. Other 

weekend Masses have different, more contemplative moods. 

 

St. Vincent’s is a community of deep and abiding friendships. By seeing Christ in 

each other when we gather, we hope to be better able to carry Christ into the world 

when we part. In our mission, we have committed to challenge and support each 

other in our celebrations and in our spiritual growth. 

Community 
Formation, 
Nurture, and 
Celebration 

http://www.stvchurch.org/worship/altar-bible/
http://www.stvchurch.org/worship/lectors/
http://www.stvchurch.org/worship/liturgy-planners/
http://www.stvchurch.org/worship/homilies/
http://www.stvchurch.org/worship/liturgy-of-the-word-kids/
http://www.stvchurch.org/worship/liturgy-of-the-word-kids/
http://www.stvchurch.org/worship/bell-ringers/
http://www.stvchurch.org/worship/altar-dressers/
http://www.stvchurch.org/eucharistic-ministry/
http://www.stvchurch.org/worship/mens-cursillo/
http://www.stvchurch.org/worship/choirc/


The Education and Enrichment Committee provides opportunities to all to learn 

about their faith and to develop a greater understanding of what it means to be 

Catholic. Various theological viewpoints are presented in guest lectures and book 

and film discussions. St Vincent’s has sponsored nationally recognized scholars in 

these lecture series. The committee also nurtures spiritual growth through an 

Annual May Parish Retreat, a weekend held in the rolling hills of Pennsylvania, 

full of fellowship, activities, and thoughtful discussion. Programs for Children 

include the twice-monthly Faith, Fun, and Fellowship (our version of CCD), and 

Vacation Bible School held in mid-summer. We have separate Sacramental 

preparation programs for First Eucharist and for First Penance. Young people 

are supported in their discernment for Sacramental Preparation for 

Confirmation.  

Community is strengthened and celebrated through regular Sunday morning 

Coffee Klatch after the 9:30 Mass, monthly Game Nights, and Dinners for 

Eight.. We have Lessons and Carols in Advent and a Jewish Seder on Holy 

Thursday. We have frequent sales of coffee, chocolate, and honey harvested by 

our bee-keeper parishioner from hives on our property, and an Arts and Crafts 

sale in December to fund our social action programs. 

We support those among us with special health challenges through our Pastoral 

Care Ministry which visits the sick and home-bound with the Eucharist and 

provides a service matching those with needs to those who own wheelchairs, 

walkers, and other medical supplies. 

We have a Woman in Ministry Group who believe that, through Baptism, 

women as well as men may be called to diverse and various ministries in the 

church, including ordination. Books, film, art, poetry, and music are explored to 

deepen the experience God in scripture, prayer and spirituality. Our Married 

Couples Group has been convening married couples with a deep commitment to 

the vitality of their marriage for year-long programs whose purpose is 

communication skill-building and the exploration of marriage spirituality. Our 

Young Adults and Young Professionals Group is composed of the next 

generation considering their life choices, weighing their values, and exploring what 

faith means in their lives through a group experience of service, study, and 

fellowship. 

Community is deeply meaningful to us.   

http://www.stvchurch.org/council-committees/education-enrichment/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/children/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/faith-fun-fellowship/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/vacation-bible-schoo/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/first-eucharist/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/firstreconciliation/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/confirmation/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/confirmation/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/pastoral-care/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/pastoral-care/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/women-in-ministry/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/married-couples/
http://www.stvchurch.org/community/married-couples/
http://www.stvchurch.org/young-adults-young-profs/


St. Vincent’s is truly a place ‘where everybody knows your name… and is awfully 

glad you came’!  

 

Our Social Action Committee is the umbrella committee for the varied justice and 

service programs our community undertakes. Peace and Justice Subcommittee 

advocates for social justice and peaceful resolution of domestic/international 

tensions, promotes interfaith dialogue, educates and advocates for environmental 

stewardship and human rights, and supports our sister parish.  

St. Vincent’s is a part of Jonestown, Baltimore’s oldest neighborhood and currently 

one of its most economically challenged. Most parishioners do not live here, but 

choose this church and accept a responsibility for its neighborhood through the 

Jonestown Planning Council, our neighborhood association. 

Our community commitment encompasses education; while St. Vincent’s no 

longer has a school on parish property, we, along with four other parishes without 

schools, help organize and support Sts. James and John Interparochial School, 

the only remaining African-American Catholic school in East Baltimore. We have 

established a scholarship endowment entitled Secure Their Future to complement 

the tuition that each family pays to keep the school financially viable. Parishioners 

also volunteer to assist staff and teachers. 

We provide Emergency Neighborhood Services in the form of a Food Pantry and 

Men’s Clothing Program. In collaboration with Our Lady of the Fields Catholic 

parish in Millersville, we open our facility every Friday evening to serve a hot 

meal to the neighborhood needy. St. Vincent’s also participates in the United 

Churches Coalition for Chesapeake Habitat for Humanity, in direct service and 

with financial support.  

Our justice commitment extends to the entire Baltimore metropolitan region. We 

support inclusionary housing, workforce development, equitable education, and 

Community 
Service and 
Advocacy 

http://www.stvchurch.org/justice-service/bridge/392644_2330314414887_1160539765_32191282_1285113354_n/
http://www.stvchurch.org/council-committees/social-action/
http://www.stvchurch.org/justice-service/peace-justice/
http://www.stvchurch.org/justice-service/limay/
http://www.stvchurch.org/justice-service/jonestown/
http://www.stvchurch.org/justice-service/sts-james-john/
http://www.stvchurch.org/justice-service/emergency-services/
http://www.stvchurch.org/justice-service/habitat-for-humanity/


accessible public transportation. Father Lawrence was a founding organizer of the 

Archdiocesan program, Beyond the Boundaries, to address these issues. St. 

Vincent’s is also a member of the Baltimore Regional Initiative to Develop 

Genuine Equality (BRIDGE), the church coalition through which we advocate. 

St. Vincent’s maintains a commitment that is balanced between advocacy and 

direct service, an involvement of both head and heart to keep in mind the faces and 

needs of the people we are called, as sisters and brothers, to serve. 

The Resource Exchange provides household ‘starter kits’ for the newly-housed 

homeless in coordination with Health Care for the Homeless. Volunteers collect 

donations, assemble household kits, deliver, and participate in housewarming 

events. 

If you want to be part of a community that strives to live Matthew 25:34-36,  

join us! 

 

http://www.stvchurch.org/justice-service/beyond-the-boundaries/
http://www.stvchurch.org/justice-service/bridgebtb/
http://www.stvchurch.org/justice-service/bridgebtb/


 

Every highlighted activity of our parish mission in this brochure would welcome 

your participation.  

Finally we hope you can contribute to meeting our own parish needs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are always home here! 

 Serving on Committees 

 Teaching in Children’s Programs 

 Participating in Liturgy of the 

Word Program for Children 

 Setting up and Cleaning Sunday 

Coffee at 9:30 Mass 

 Providing Baked Goods for 

Sunday After-Mass Gathering 

 Washing Coffee Mugs on Sunday 

 Waking Sleepers and Cleaning our 

Church Park on weekends 

 Cleaning the Common Areas 

 Painting, Repair, Grounds-keeping 

 Helping to Set-Up for Events like 

the Seder and Day of the Dead 

 Did we miss anything you can do? 

 


