
 

What follows are discussion questions intended to lead individuals in reading sections of “Joy of 

the Gospel” and offering questions for reflection.  These questions are the matter for discussion 

in the area groups.   
 

Please remember in your sharing that each participant may hear the text differently and that there 

are no “correct” answers.  Some questions may lead to others and some may not prove fruitful 

for the group’s discussion. Use what works and leave what does not.   
 

The questions will require participants to be vulnerable with each other about their faith life and 

discuss what individuals may not be used to discussing.  BUT the point of Pope Francis’ 

exhortation is to get individuals to become evangelizers by becoming more comfortable in 

talking about one’s faith experience.  
 

Link to the PDF of the document: 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-

francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium_en.pdf 

 

 

Week I   Reading: Chapter 1 #s 20-24 + Chapter 2 #s  50 - 75 

 

Chapter 1  The Church’s Missionary Transformation 

Discussion Questions for #20-24  

When the right moment arises in our relationships with others, Pope Francis is asking us 

to speak about how faith fills our lives with meaning. Give an example of a time when 

you did this in the past, or a time when you could have but failed to do so. 
 

Chapter 2  Amid the Crisis of Communal Commitment  

Discussion Questions for #50-57 

1.) What is your experience of meeting the poor, either in person or by reading about their 

lives in the news? 

2.) Looking back over Pope Francis’ key points above, which one or two of them really 

stand out as vital and important? Please share why. 
 

Discussion Questions for #58-75 

1.) How does our Catholic social teaching reflect the Gospel and the teachings of Jesus 

Christ? Try to name four or five ways.  

2.) Pope Francis is connecting our economic system to the teaching of Jesus Christ. In your 

own words, how do you describe that connection? What personal challenges does the 

pope present to you? 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium_en.pdf
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium_en.pdf


Week II   Reading: Chapter 2 -Amid the Crisis of Communal Commitment  #s 76 - 109 

 

Discussion Questions for #76-92 

1.) How and when have you experienced the Church becoming dry and lifeless rather than 

on fire with the love of Jesus Christ? 

2.) If we are the Church, then we need to be carriers of that fire.  When have you been dry 

and lifeless?  Create a prayer inviting Christ to come into your life and open your heart to 

his grace. Take the time to write your prayer in four or five lines in order to share it with 

the others in your group. 

 

Discussion Question for #90-101 

How do you recognize “religious worldliness” in today’s Church? 

 

Discussion Questions for #102-109 

1.) Pope Francis is inviting local communities to talk about and find solutions to the 

challenges he sees in pastoral ministry today. Return to his list, starting with article #76, 

and discuss among yourselves how you believe your community can respond. (You may 

need to choose one or two items if time is limited.) 

2.) List the elements that might, for your parish or other community, be part of a plan that 

helps correct some of the challenges that Pope Francis has named here. 

 

 

 

Week III   Reading: Chapter 4 –The Social Dimension of Evangelization #s 186-258 

 

Discussion Questions for #186-216 

1.) Describe how you as a parish or other community (or even as a household) will take 

concrete steps to include the poor and vulnerable and be in greater solidarity with them.  

Be quite specific. 

2.) Create a prayer in which you offer your own money, property, possessions to Christ to 

use as needed for his mission. 

 

Discussion Questions for #217-237 

1.) List the principles that Pope Francis has outlined here and give one or two examples of 

how each plays a role in evangelization. 

2.) Choose one principle from this list and talk about how it could be implemented in your 

parish or other community.  How can you be a part of the implementation? 

 

Discussion Questions for #238-258 

1.) How does dialogue play a role in bringing about peace and justice? 

2.) Could you and your community be in better dialogue?  How can you widen the dialogue 

you have with non-Catholics who live within your community. 


