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Letter from the Pastor 
Shalom! 

As we come to the end of the “Year of Faith,” I would like to summarize with you some of my observations about 

faith that have emerged from my study of the scripture texts for the last few weeks on this topic. I think we have a 

very restricted, anemic notion of faith in the church in this country today, for at least three reasons. 

 First, our language does not have a cognate verb for the noun “faith.” For belief, we have “to believe,” but we have 

no verb such as “to faith.” This same deficiency exists in Latin, our theological parent language, with a similarly 

unfortunate result: we cannot properly translate the very rich Greek and Hebrew verbs that are used in the Bible to 

talk about how we and God relate to each other. We can say “to believe in,” or “to believe,” or “to have faith in,” or 

“to be faithful to,” but we have no word which captures all of these overtones at once, as Greek and Hebrew do. 

This leads us to divide up and thus to greatly impoverish a very rich concept. 

Second, at least in part because of the linguistic difficulty we have just observed, we have largely reduced faith to 

an intellectual exercise. Faith for us means largely belief. To say “I believe in God” is for us about the same as 

saying “I believe in the existence of God.” Now that’s a good start, but it’s only a start on the road of faith. I may 

believe in the existence of God, but which God? Do I believe in the God that Jesus calls “Abba,” the God who 

loves me absolutely and therefore makes absolute demands on me? Do I put my faith in this God, and believe that 

this God will be absolutely faithful to the covenant made with us in blood of Jesus? Am I in turn absolutely faithful 

to this God, and make the kingdom of God the goal and organizing principle of my life? All of this is included in 

the word “to faith” as it is used in Hebrew and Greek. This is the fullness of the road of faith. 

Thirdly, our society is obsessed with sex. Our popular culture is sexual to the point of being pornographic, and our 

religious culture is just as singularly focused on mandating certain ideas about proper sexual behavior. Because of 

this obsession, we have largely reduced the word “faithfulness” to “sexual exclusivity,” thus again greatly 

diminishing the rich range of the underlying Hebrew and Greek words for “faith” and “to faith.” Of course 

faithfulness in marriage begins with sexual exclusivity. But it cannot end there without watering down the meaning 

of faithfulness almost to the vanishing point. Faithfulness in marriage means that the spouses will be there for each 

other, forever, unrelentingly, in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health. Faithfulness in God means that 

God will unrelentingly be there for us, no matter what, despite our sins and shortcomings. Faithfulness to God 

means that I will unrelentingly be there for God, that God will be at the center of who I am and how I live. 

What would it mean for us if we took seriously God’s gift of faith, and made our “to faith” God more and more like 

God’s “to faith” us? 

         Peace and Love, 

         Dick    

         Pastor 
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Dear Parishioners, 

We’re starting into Fall when the air chills and things start afresh academically. Things are speeding up here, too. 

We continue to work on this year’s objectives and here’s an update.  

The recently established Family Life Subcommittee is beginning to offer social and service opportunities that 

engage both parents and children. Because the family is the home church, we hope to support parents as they to 

attend to their children’s spiritual and moral development. The group has its own page on St. V’s website (under the 

“Children & Youth” tab on the homepage). They invite the larger St V community to their events because they 

value intergenerational experiences for the children. Modern life often means we have grandchildren living far from 

their grandparents, and grandparents living far from their grandchildren. We can make extended “families,” where 

we are planted. 

Coming up on October 20, all are invited to attend the Parish Town Hall Meeting between Sunday Masses (11:00 

AM) at which we will present the parish’s budget in a more understandable and transparent way and discuss our 

financial well-being. We ask that parishioners review the information that they will receive in advance, so that the 

meeting can be used to respond to questions and concerns. I will also be available that weekend for questions after 

the Saturday 7:15 PM Mass and the Sunday 11:45 AM Mass for those who cannot attend. 

Also at the Town Hall Meeting, we can discuss our Five-Year Strategic Planning Process. Through this process, 

the Parish Council is working to fulfill its role in identifying and reporting on trends that affect our community’s 

vitality and discerning how we need to work with parishioners to address them. It’s been said: ‘If you don’t know 

where you are going, any path will get you there.’ And if a community does not know where it is headed, it is more 

likely to fold in on itself and lose sight of its Gospel mission. It could become little more than a tight little group, 

focused on survival. But we know from our recent process of re-visioning our mission, that we are called to more 

than that.  Our ability to thrive—not simply survive—will rest on our willingness to read the “signs of the times,” 

open ourselves, and embrace change. 

The Strategic Planning process is being explained weekly in the bulletin and on the e-mail tree; a link to a FAQ 

about the planning is posted on the Parish Council webpage (hit the “Committee” tab and choose “Parish Council”). 

A copy of the FAQ is also in this issue. Please acquaint yourself with this material for we need your help in the data 

collection process. We plan to move to actual planning by winter. We want our planning to be mission-derived, 

data-driven, and prayerfully discerned.  

Keep us in your prayers. Do not hesitate to bring any concerns or ideas to anyone on Council; contact information 

is in the bulletin and on the website. Parish Council meetings occur on the second Tuesday of every month and are 

open to parishioners. The minutes are always posted on the website. 

Peace and blessings during this beautiful autumn, 

Audrey 

Audrey Rogers, Parish Council President 
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Current fiction is filled with them.  

 

Current fiction is filled with them. Books, TV series and films featuring the 

world of zombies, werewolves, etc., have become a solid genre subtype for 

both teens and adults. Post-apocalyptic societies are strong as well. Of 

course, villains are nothing new in literature and popular culture. But the 

contemporary crop is, in general, grimmer than the cowboy taking on the 

bad guys or even ordinary folks in an earthquake or an overturned ship. 

 

I see this trend in the context of Austrian-born, American psychologist and 

author Bruno Bettelheim’s work.  In The Uses of Enchantment: The 

Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales, Bettelheim (1903-1990) 

speculated that children were drawn to fairy tale stories of monsters, 

goblins, evil witches and such because these stories helped them face their 

fears and find meaning in a frightening and overwhelming world.  

 

The current surge in dark fiction perhaps fills a similar need for older youth and adults as well. Our world is very 

definitely a scary place. Crime, terrorist activity, economic problems assail us, creating a feeling of helplessness. 

The media is constantly uncovering new problems. While we may try to do the best we can, we inevitably reach the 

conclusion that our effectiveness is limited. Our government seems paralyzed by partisan intransigence. Many of 

the agencies most committed to doing something about the problems are strapped for resources. 

 

It is no small wonder that many people seek escape in dark fiction, which helps them—like the children Bettelheim 

wrote of—face their fears and find meaning in an overwhelming world. But what does this have to do with faith? 

 

An earlier age might have seen those frightening and overwhelming aspects of contemporary life as sin or as God’s 

punishment for sin. Most of us no longer attribute negative consequences to God’s punishment. That change can be 

seen as growth: the Holy Spirit is guiding us as a society and a church to a clearer and more mature understanding 

and faith. However, the risk is that we fail to see the reality of sin, or we do not grow our understanding of sin, 

which too often is focused on individual discrete actions (usually related in some way to sex).  

 

The biblical understanding of sin is more grounded in reality than that. In recent years, we have become 

uncomfortable with the concept of original sin—due in no small part to the way it was used and misused. Centuries 

of “mis-presentation,” however, should not obscure the fact that the concept grew from a profound reflection on 

reality—the grimness, the fear, the sense of being overwhelmed. Instead of vampires and werewolves, there is a 

tree and a talking snake.  But the insight that gives rise to both sets of stories may very well be the same: Something 

is not right. In fact, something is way off. 

 

For believers, their very unrest, their outrage—the human refusal, despite millennia of scary and overwhelming 

events, to settle for that situation and sink into apathy—is potent evidence that this is not human destiny. Our God 

did not want it this way. The Creator had a different vision of how this was supposed to unfold, and we have 

refused to accept or work for that. And so, something is profoundly not right. 

 

That is only part of the truth, however. The whole thrust of the history of revelation—and religion at its best—has 
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been an insistence that this is not the end of the story. We refuse to settle, we persist in a belief that we are entitled 

to wholeness, or “wHoliness” (the words “wholly” and “holy” come from the same English root). That refusal is in 

many ways the foundation and warrant for faith. They dare us to believe that God did not simply throw up the 

divine hands in exasperation but has devoted millennia to patiently, relentlessly, lovingly refusing to give up on us. 

 

The evil creature/dystopia/post-devastation literature bears witness to that as well. While there are a few traces of 

total negativity and hopelessness, the vast body of this fiction asserts that human goodness prevails. The vampires 

are defeated or some of them turn out to be good; the dystopias are overturned; devastated civilization is rebuilt. It 

may take a half dozen volumes or a near decade of TV episodes to get there, but eventually it happens.  

 

Something more than that is required of true Christians. As our consciousness of sin—and the consequences of 

sin—has changed, so has our understanding of how God acts in human life. For the most part, we no longer expect 

dramatic miracles or other extremely obvious evidence of divine intervention. Again, that can be seen as Spirit-

guided religious maturation. The danger, however, is that it can lead us to think and act as if we’re totally on our 

own, except for an occasional spurt of extra grace.  

 

How would our lives change if we became convinced that God is with us constantly: prompting, suggesting, urging, 

(nagging?) us into tiny, incremental steps inexorably aimed at restoring us to the fullness, the “wHoliness” that is 

our heritage and our destiny? What difference would it make to the way we envision this week, this day, this hour if 

we believed that all creation truly is connected, that everything is affected by 

what we do, by who and what we are? How would our lives and our prayer 

change if we truly believed that something is not right and that only God’s life 

coming to life in us can fix it?  

 

Granted our liturgical language doesn’t yet give us a vocabulary for this yet. In a 

faith that seems to be striving to shed the medieval overtones of the harsh judge 

in favor of the biblical God Who is life and love, praying “have mercy” seems 

borderline—maybe outright—blasphemous. Mercy is not something we need to 

petition God to adopt; merciful love is who God is. God is incapable of not 

being merciful.  

 

We need to acknowledge that we are part of the problem—not necessarily for 

what we do as, for how we fail to grow. That doesn’t mean we need God to 

change; we need us to change. Perhaps we’d be better off praying: “Thank You 

for your overflowing mercy; help us to let it heal us.” We don’t need to pray for forgiveness, but we need to pray—

seriously pray—for conversion and healing for ourselves and our world. We pray out of a reality-based conviction 

that something is definitely wrong and only God’s life—coming to fruition in us—can fix it. 

 

The darkness and the grimness are real—and yet at the same time not real. Evil and sin are “anti-matter” or “anti-

creation” —the absence of God’s life and reality. And so they are aptly reflected in the fiction that bears witness to 

them: fantasy. Our response to the darkness must draw on that Reality from whom “all life, all ‘wHoliness’ comes.”  

 

We’re often cautioned not to take ourselves too seriously. Maybe we need to take ourselves and our lives more 

seriously—or take seriously the right aspects of our lives. Branches of the vine, members of the Body, light of the 

world. Oh wow! 



 

5 

 

 

Anyone who’s spent any time at St. 

Vincent knows that we have 

dedicated parishioners fulfilling the 

needs of our community through any 

number of ministries. But did you 

know of our minister of the bees?  

Walk around to the park side of the church, and in the alleyway 

off the basement you’ll see our beehives—tended to by our very 

own parish beekeeper, Steve McDaniel. One Sunday after Mass, 

I’m lucky enough to catch him as he was harvesting honey.   

Though I am not allergic to bees, I have never 

relished getting too close to the hives for fear 

of the swarm that hovers nearby, as the bees come and go from their journeys of 

collection and pollination.   

Steve—unbothered by the multitude of these airborne facilitators of life—fires up his 

smoker, a device that is used to calm the bees. As he works with them, Steve explains 

how the bees come to know the beekeeper and recognize his face.  He tells of an 

experiment in which pictures of six similar-looking men are each placed with a feeder nearby.  Most of 

the feeders contained water, but one held sugar syrup.  The bees came to know the face with the good 

stuff. When the researchers rearranged the faces and even turned them upside down, the bees reliably 

picked out the face associated with the sugar.  His point: His bees knew who he is; thus his presence was 

not threatening to them. 

Steve also demonstrates how the male bees, the drones, who do 

not work in the hive, do not have a stinger.  How did he 

demonstrate this?  Well to my surprise, he placed the bee on his 

tongue.   

 
Next he spots the queen by her size.  Though the size difference is not readily apparent to 

me, Steve is able to pick her out quite rapidly.  He holds the queen by two legs, a method 

that safeguards the bee. Steve just introduced this queen to the hive two months ago after 

finding the hive devoid of bees because the former queen had died.  Steve marks this new 

queen with a red dot, which enables him to spot her faster, and the color helps him to 

chronicle the dates of his bees, noting the date of introduction to the hive and her age. 
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The bees are quite busy and seem undisturbed by Steve’s removal of the frames of honeycomb for 

inspection.  They keep on with their work.  On this particular day, there is not enough honey to begin 

harvesting yet.   

These busy bees contribute more than just golden honey to the world; their work fuels our work at St. 

Vincent.  Steve and his wife Angie sell the honey 

collected from our hives to parishioners and at fairs and 

donate a portion of the proceeds to the tuition assistance 

program of our school Saints James and John.   

The labors of these busy little bees can do and make 

possible sweet honey for our culinary pleasure as well as 

the sweetness of better future for our school’s kids.   

Thank you, Steve!  Your vocation as keeper of the bees is 

a ministry that gives much to many. 

 

very human being enjoys a basic right to be respected, not because of any title, position, prestige, or 

accomplishment but first of all because we are created in the image and likeness of God. From an 

ethical and moral perspective we embrace the exhortation of St. Paul "to anticipate one another in 

showing honor" (Rom 12:10). Today's competitive culture challenges us to strive for victory and 

advantage, but for St. Paul the challenge is to build each other up and honor one another's innate dignity. 

Labor Day is an opportunity to take stock of the ways workers are honored and respected. Earlier this 

year, Pope Francis pointed out, "Work is fundamental to the dignity of a person. . . . It gives one the 

ability to maintain oneself, one's family, to contribute to the growth of one's own nation." Unfortunately, 

millions of workers today are denied this honor and respect as a result of unemployment, 

underemployment, unjust wages, wage theft, abuse, and exploitation. 

Even with new indicators of some modest progress in recovery, the 

economy still has not improved the standard of living for the poor 

and the working poor. More than four million people have been 

jobless for over six months, and that does not include the millions 

more who have simply lost hope. For every available job, there are 

often five unemployed and underemployed people actively vying for 

it. This jobs gap pushes wages down. The only way to reduce the 

widening gap between the affluent and the poorest people in our 

nation is by creating quality jobs that provide a just compensation. 

E 
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Growing Inequality Hurts Families and Communities 

High unemployment and underemployment are connected to the rise in income inequality. The prophetic 

words of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI in Caritas in Veritate warn us of the dangers of inequality: 

“The dignity of the individual and the demands of justice require, particularly today, that economic 

choices do not cause disparities in wealth to increase in an excessive and morally unacceptable manner, 

and that we continue to prioritize the goal of access to steady employment for everyone.” 

Is it possible that this is happening here in the United States? In many places, wealth and basic needs are 

separated by only a few blocks or subway stops. We only have to look under bridges and in alleyways.  

Who Do We Hope to Be As a Nation? 

Most people want to live in a more equal society that provides opportunities for growth and development. 

The current imbalances are not inevitable, but demand boldness in promoting a just economy that reduces 

inequality by creating jobs that pay a living wage and share with workers some profits of the company. It 

also requires ensuring a strong safety net for jobless workers and their families and those who are 

incapable of work.  

Since the end of the Civil War, unions have been an important part of our economy because they provide 

protections for workers and more importantly a way for workers to participate in company decisions that 

affect them. Catholic teaching has consistently affirmed the right of workers to choose to form a union. 

The rise in income inequality has mirrored a decline in union membership. Unions, like all human 

institutions, are imperfect, and they must continue to reform themselves so they stay focused on the 

important issues of living wages and appropriate benefits, raising the minimum wage, stopping wage 

theft, standing up for safe and healthy working conditions, and other issues that promote the common 

good. The Church, in accord with her principles on the life and dignity of the human person, wishes to 

collaborate with unions in securing the rights and dignity of workers. 

Private enterprises, at their best, create decent jobs, contribute to 

the common good, and pay just wages. Ethical and moral business 

leaders know that it is wrong to chase profits and success at the 

expense of workers' dignity. They know that they have a vocation 

to build the kind of solidarity that honors the worker and the least 

among us. They remember that the economy is "for people." They 

know that great harm results when they separate their faith or 

human values from their work as business leaders. 

Whenever possible we should support businesses and enterprises that protect human life and dignity, pay 

just wages, and protect workers' rights. We should support immigration policies that bring immigrant 

workers out of the shadows to a legal status and offer them a just and fair path to citizenship, so that their 

human rights are protected and the wages for all workers rise.  

We honor the immigrant worker by remembering that the building of America has been carried out by so 

many who fled persecution, violence, and poverty elsewhere, coming to America to offer their talents and 
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gifts to support themselves and their families. We welcome the stranger, the refugee, the migrant, and the 

marginalized, because they are children of God and it is our duty to do so. But at the same time it is 

important to end the political, social, and economic conditions that drive people from their homelands and 

families. Solidarity calls us to honor workers in our own communities and around the world. 

The pain of the poor and those becoming poor in the rising economic inequality of our society is 

mounting. Therefore, on this Labor Day 2013, let us renew our commitment to promote the dignity of the 

human person through work that is honorable, pays just wages, and recognizes the God-given dignity of 

the working person. 

At the end of Mass we are commanded "Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord." We leave with a sense 

of mission to show one another honor by what we do and say. On this Labor Day our mission takes us to 

the millions of people who continue to suffer the effects of the current economy. 

 

Kids know a good thing when they see it, and for the kids of the 

parish, St. V is a very good thing. At how many other churches does 

dancing in the aisles earn you a kindly smile rather than a stern 

glare? And where else are Christmas angels downright devilish?   

 

But there’s more to this place than just peppy liturgies and playful 

pageants. The parish has an active children’s ministry that continues 

to grow as it serves the spiritual needs of our youngest souls.  

 

New This Year 

This fall the new Family Life Committee, an offshoot of the Education and Enrichment Committee, has 

begun scheduling events that tie together the social and the spiritual for kids and parents. A fall family 

picnic was the kickoff, but also on the agenda are family service projects, book discussions for parents 

and resources for parents to guide kids’ spiritual development. 

In the spring, St. Vincent partnered with the Roots & Branches Charter School in West Baltimore, where 

parishioners worked alongside school kids to prepare and plant a garden. Together St. V and the school 

won a grant from Johns Hopkins Food and Faith Program that will allow expansion of the program.  

Coming Up 

The Education Committee is training to implement “Godly Play,” a new catechesis for our preschoolers.  

This Montessori-based program is a way of engaging children’s imaginations as they explore Old and 

New Testament stories and of helping them to internalize the messages of the stories.  

At the other end of the age spectrum, Chris McCullough is working with nine of our teenagers who are 

deepening their faith through our high school formation and Confirmation classes.  The Diocesan 

celebration of Confirmation will be on June 8
th 

(Pentecost Sunday) at the Cathedral of Mary our Queen.  

 

Parish Retreat 2013 
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And, Back by Popular Demand 

On the second and fourth Sundays, nearly every space in the rectory is filled as our Faith Fun Fellowship 

kids meet in small groups. Kids not only learn about their faith here, but they develop friendships that can 

last into adulthood—as many of our FFF graduates have shown. And as always, we’ll have the recreation 

of the nativity story at the 7:30 PM Christmas Eve Mass. This delightful, free-spirited performance is sure 

to include fidgety shepherds, pouty angels, dancing barnyard animals and the sweet voices of our children 

celebrating of the birth of Christ. (Parents, be ready for Sunday practices. Advent is coming up fast!)  

 

The third in a series on prayer, this article’s companion pieces are in the last two issues of Together Sharing 

Christ, available on the St. V website at . 

The last essay emphasized that God honors each person’s unique personhood 

and invites each individual to relationship. The best guide to prayer is that 

incredibly quiet yet insistent tug in the depths of one’s own self.  The only 

guide for individual prayer is the Holy Spirit dwelling within us. We should 

not be afraid to try a different idea for prayer but should feel no qualms about 

abandoning a path that does not work for us.  

In this essay we consider contemplative prayer—prayer that’s primary aim is 

to deepen of one’s love of God, one’s relationship with God.  

In the last 50 years or so, a number of spiritual directors have made use of both the Myers-Briggs Personality 

Inventory and the Enneagram.  (Resources about these are listed at the end.) However, in the history of spirituality 

the great classics of spiritual literature and advice have been written by persons who would rank as introverts on the 

M-B scale. That is, although they may be social, sometimes even the “life of the party,” introverts draw strength 

and energy from interior reflection.  

This does not mean that there is no place for reflection in an extravert’s life. Those who work with both M-B and 

Enneagram stress that both psychological and spiritual growth involve gradually expanding one’s use of strengths 

outside of one’s own preferred style. It may, in fact, mean, that a weekend-long, quiet retreat could be just the place 

for an extravert to jumpstart his or her spiritual quest.  

Sometime people whose primary prayer has been for other people, situations in the world, etc. feel somewhat guilty 

for setting that aside. It can seem like “navel-gazing” to take time just for “God and me.” One way to address this is 

to begin our prayer time saying something like, “God, you know all the desires of my heart, you know how many 

people need and have asked for my prayers. As I open my life to you let Your grace, Your life flow through me to 

them.” After all, we believe that the quality of our spiritual lives is “salt” and “leaven” for the world and that we are 

called to be Eucharist for that world. 

The model proposed here is taken from Lectio Divina (Divine—or Holy—Reading), a method of praying Scripture. 

However, it can be applied to any subject of prayer.  These are the steps of this kind of prayer: 

http://www.stvchurch.org/publications/
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“The Lectio—or 

its equivalent—

aims for listening 

in order to find 

the passage or 

point that speaks 

to me.” 

STEP ONE: Addressed earlier in this series, this step involves letting go of the myriad cares that demand my 

attention and turning my awareness to God’s presence in and with me. Prayer is not about seeking to “find” God or 

trying to attract God’s attention. Rather God has been patiently waiting for me to listen to what God wants to teach 

me about God’s own love and God’s invitation to “life, life in abundance.” 

STEP TWO:  The Lectio—or its equivalent—aims for listening in order to find the passage or point that speaks to 

me. It snags my mind or heart and hints that there’s something here for me to chew on. 

If I’m using Scripture, this involves reading until one incident, one sentence or phrase “grabs” me. Or, perhaps I 

was reading a novel or listening to a song and something struck me. At the time I didn’t want to—or wasn’t able 

to—stop and spend time with it.  Now, in this prayer time I stop and listen. 

In this prayer I may look back over the past day or days listening to the feelings 

and reactions I may have been too busy to stop for, or even to notice, at the time. 

What has made an impression on my consciousness—in a positive or negative 

way? What set my heart singing? What gave me joy? What disturbed me? 

Angered me? The rationale here is the conviction that the Holy Spirit does dwell 

within us and that those reactions are sourced in the depths of my selfhood where 

the Spirit’s life and mine are one. Now, in this prayer time I stop and listen. 

I can also reflect on my life. A move to a new job, or a retirement, my or 

someone else’s birthday, the sale of a house might occasion this. I might simply 

decide to dwell on a time I felt very close to God. Or I might choose to reflect on 

some aspect of my life, something that has been a source of joy for me. God has 

been with me every moment of each of these. What can I learn if I stop and 

listen? 

Many people say they feel close to God in the beauties of nature. Perhaps my lectio might be sitting at a window—

or paging through a photo album. If I am a scientist, the breathtaking realities of my chosen field might be 

something to which I can listen. 

This step does not need to take a long time, but it’s more than just identifying my “theme” and moving on. 

Scriptural lectio advises reading the passage three times, savoring it. St. John Chrysostom described it this way, but 

his words can apply to other “lectio” choices as well:  “To get the full flavor of an herb, it must be pressed between 

the fingers.” 

STEP THREE:  Reflection, often this is termed “meditation,” may mean letting go of all thought and feeling and 

simply being present to the situation. Meditation in Lectio Divina is a very active process of thought, imagination, 

reflection.  

What is God trying to say to me in this prayer? Who is the God revealed to me here? If I have chosen a passage 

from Scripture, can I approach it without trying to fit it into my current—longstanding—image of God? If I 

approach this passage fresh, how might it deepen or even revolutionize that image? That will not happen at every 

prayer time, but I am I willing to let it happen when the Spirit so moves?  

This is a very thinking time, but it is not a time for Scripture study.  All of the commentaries, cross-references and 

the literature of the time can help me understand a passage more clearly, but this is not the time to seek them out. If 
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a passage has struck a chord with me—even if my understanding of the true literary-historical-critical meaning of 

the passage is lacking—let it stand. Let the Spirit who touched that chord speak. 

In Ignatian prayer, imagination plays a large role. Ignatius encouraged people praying the gospels to imagine 

themselves in the scene. I could be one of the characters in the story itself—or take on the role of a bystander not 

explicitly mentioned in the Scripture. I let the scene come alive for me: what do I see, hear, smell, feel? Then I can 

use that question of who the God is I experience in Jesus here. 

If I am using a non-Scriptural source my focus is the same. Who is the God revealed to me in this source? Is “my” 

God—the one I came to this prayer with—“big” enough to be the source of the truth or joy or life quickening I 

experience in this snippet from a secular medium or from my own life? Is “my” God someone who empowered 

creation to bring forth strawberries and nine-year-old girls who get the giggles and the human creativity in both 

opera and hard rock? Was “my” God surprised to discover that humans enjoy sex? Does “my” God delight in these 

creations and delight in my delight in them? 

And then my reflection moves on to what these passages reveal about me? If this is Who God is, what does it mean 

to say I am God’s “beloved”? What does it mean for Jesus to offer me (in John’s gospel) “life and life in 

abundance”? How does this prayer material challenge me to see myself? 

What call does it hold? What does it mean to be disciple and apostle for such a God? To be such a human person? 

STEP FOUR:  The Lectio process is my talking to God. As I grow more comfortable with believing that God is 

really present to and active with me in this process, I may talk with God all during my meditation—sharing my 

insights and my reaction to them, responding to them as gifts. So this may be simply a summary, my own personal 

“psalm” response arising out of my reflections. Or it may be longer—all the things I have not already said. 

Acknowledgment, thanksgiving, praise, contrition, petition—whatever flows from my reflections. 

STEP FIVE: This is just to sit quietly with God—resting in God’s love, God’s presence, not needing to say anything. 

Some people may be able to maintain this quiet presence—contemplation in its essence—for only a few moments, 

others longer. But it is a key element of the Lectio Divina process—just being in God. 

Within this framework there is room for any number of individual 

differences: How often do I pray this way?  How long? At what 

time? Where? Do I want a candle burning? Do I need some 

movement like taking a walk? Or do I pray better curled up on the 

sofa? (Supposedly Ignatius preferred to pray stretched out lying flat 

on his back.) Would quiet instrumental music in the background 

facilitate the process for me? Would praying out loud?: Would 

journaling? Sipping a cup of coffee or tea?  

The important thing is to keep returning to the awareness that God 

is an active partner in this process: God Who knows me better than 

I know myself. That awareness can help me dare to try something I 

feel “might work” for me, trusting that if it’s a false lead God will 

gently nudge me on to a better path.  
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Vanities of vanities! All things are vanities. For all his toil....what does man gain by it? ...one 

generation departs, another comes but the world stays forever. ….All things are wearisome ...These 

is no remembrance of past generations nor will future generations be remembered.....For in much 

wisdom there is much sorrow; whoever increases in knowledge increases grief.  

— Ecclesiastes 1:1-18 

What a depressing reading! If I were back in my former job in suicide prevention, I would have to say that good old 

Qoheleth seems to be suffering from a depressive disorder.  

Let me put it in context with other two readings (Colossians 3:1-17; Luke 12:13-3) in order to help focus on what 

really matters to one who has been baptized, one who has died and has risen again in Christ. I believe that you, as I 

did, will find something ideas to walk away with. 

These readings are about priorities: The Ecclesiastes writers were stuck in an Old Testament belief cycle; they did 

not have an alternative to the fleeting nature of this world. Luke’s gospel tells of the young man who asks Jesus to 

tell his brother to share his inheritance and Jesus refocuses his attention on different priorities. The passage from St. 

Paul begins “If you were raised with Christ, seek what is above…think of what is above and on earth.”  

Do your priorities occasionally need to be checked and rearranged by refocusing? Do you need to take time to work 

more effectively? Pray with more intensity? Spend more time with family and friends? Read? Laugh? Play? Do you 

neglect any of these areas? Why? What takes their place when we lose focus? 

I think Ecclesiastes makes good sense when you get to the root of its use of the word “vanities”. In Hebrew, 

“vanities” did not mean excessive self-love, but the word hebel was used to indicate something that is transitory—

nothing of real substance, a wisp of smoke. If you put all of your focus on gaining mastery over the things of this 

INTERNET RESOURCES:  

Myers Briggs: www.myersbriggs.org  

Personality Type Prayers: http://www.msgr.ca/msgr-3/personalitytypeprayers.html  

The Daily Examen: http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen/   

The Enneagram & Spirituality: http://www.enneagraminstitute.com/spirituality.asp  

Or, search “Lectio Divina” or “Cinema Divina” in a search engine.  

BOOKS:  

Knowing Me, Knowing God: Exploring Your Spirituality with Myers-Brigg  by Malcolm Goldsmith 

Prayer and Temperament by Chester P. Michael & Marie C. Norrisey   

Soultypes: Matching Your Personality and Spiritual Path,  Sandra Krebs Hirsh   

Who We Are Is How We Pray: Matching Personality and Spirituality, Charles Keating 

The Enneagram: A Christian Perspective, Richard Rohr.  

Enneagram Spirituality: From Compulsion to Contemplation by Suzanne Zuercher 

Using the Enneagram in Prayer: A Contemplative Guide by Suzanne Zuercher  

 

http://www.myersbriggs.org/
http://www.msgr.ca/msgr-3/personalitytypeprayers.html
http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen/
http://www.enneagraminstitute.com/spirituality.asp
http://www.amazon.com/Malcolm-Goldsmith/e/B001IOBJ3O/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Chester-P.-Michael/e/B000APGYFA/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_2?ie=UTF8&field-author=Marie+C.+Norrisey&search-alias=books&text=Marie+C.+Norrisey&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/Sandra-Krebs-Hirsh/e/B000APQ63K/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=Charles%20Keating&search-alias=books&sort=relevancerank
http://www.amazon.com/Using-Enneagram-Prayer-Contemplative-Guide/dp/1594711739/ref=pd_bxgy_b_text_z
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world, you will end up greatly disappointed and feeling empty. Not even King Tut could take it with him when he 

went. What he had now lies in a guarded glass room in a Cairo museum. The rest of the pharaohs' monuments to 

consumption have been ransacked and the gold jewelry in them melted down centuries ago.  

St. Paul offers an alternative to Qoheleth's despair in Colossians: His is a powerful passage for the recently baptized 

Gentiles to review and ask themselves: How are we measuring up? This epistle is a call to action. There are 

imperatives to follow once baptized in Christ: Seek the things that are above ...put to death what is earthly in you, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness. …. do not lie...  

These new Christians were living in a world which was hostile to their 

values; they had to go against the tide or get swallowed up by the material 

world and its illusions of fulfillment. 

We, 2000 years later in Baltimore, live in a world in which many of us 

may have found comfort or worked for a degree of material security. How 

do we respond? We know that seeking material wealth alone is an empty 

enterprise; yet we know that we need material wealth to care for family 

and ensure a comfortable future in which we are not a burden to others. 

But we believe with Paul that we are to put to death that which earthly. It 

all seems contradictory, doesn't it? 

Let's look at the gospel of Luke for clarification. This reading is in two parts. While He was preaching to a large 

audience about the future in which they will need to rely on the Holy Spirit to guide them through future 

persecution, Christ is approached by a young man who has a self-centered request that Christ  become an arbitrator 

and force his brother to share the family fortune. Where's his focus?  

Christ challenges the young man to refocus by using this parable:  

The rich man is blessed with an abundant harvest, but it is not in his nature to share with those less 

fortunate. He has so much bounty that he has to tear down his barns and build bigger ones, thinking he'll 

have a comfortable retirement. Fool! Christ says, You die tonight. The rug is pulled out from under him 

and his miserly heart stops. Christ ends the parable, “Thus it will be for the one who store up treasures for 

himself but is not rich in what matters to God.” 

Let's put the readings all together: 

 Ecclesiastes says it is an empty exercise to focus on obtaining the fleeting materials of this world, in the 

words of Peggy Lee: “Is that all there is?” 

 In Colossians, our baptism calls upon you to die to your earthly concerns and put on a new self—one that 

affirms a belief community in which there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 

barbarian, slave nor free man, but Christ is all in all. 

 Luke has the parable of the foolish rich man.  

We are baptized to this new life, but there is a rare person among us who is not concerned about his or her future: 

What shall we eat?  What can we put on?  How's my 401K doing? The answer to this apparent contradiction 

between things material and things spiritual is the Christian's responsibly to focus on higher priorities.  

“When we obtain a 

bit of security, are 

we more or less 

likely to share from 

the abundance of 

our 21
st
-century 

“barns”?” 
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What do we do to in order to get what we need to be secure? Do those whom I love play second fiddle 

to what I am willing to do to obtain material success or professional recognition? 

When we obtain a bit of security, are we more or less likely to share from the abundance of our 

twenty-first century “barns”? I myself am the beneficiary of modern medicine's battle with two different 

types of stage four cancers. Do I give back to this cause? I must confess: not nearly enough for the bounty 

of the additional years cancer research has given me. That will change. 

Have we put on an attitude (dare I say a “new life”) about sharing regularly? When there is an obvious 

need or an obvious plea, such that from Haiti's bishop, St. Vincent's people have given from their bounty. I 

could do better, be much generous. Could you? 

I know I could do better with the gift of retirement that I have been given. I know that I could be more engaged in 

environmental concerns, especially those of my own Bay. I could be more focused on the poverty that it hurting my 

city. I could demand more of Congress on behalf of the community of Christ. I know the needs. First, I must 

prioritize; then ACT. 

There is a quote from an audience given by Pope Francis that fits in well here, a 

spiritual refocusing if you will: 

In this period of crisis, today, it is important not to turn in on ourselves, 

burying our own talents, our spiritual, intellectual, and material riches, 

everything that the Lord have given us, but, rather, to open ourselves, to be 

supportive, to be attentive to others, ...Set your stakes on great ideals, the 

ideals that enlarge the heart, the ideals of service that make your talents 

fruitful. Life is not given to us to be jealously guarded for ourselves, but it is 

given to us so that we may give it in turn. 

In light of Francis's words, let us ask ourselves again: 

 When another has a grievance with you, have you acted to heal or worsened the rift between you by your 

silence? 

 When one needs your compassion, kindness, gentleness or patience, is it readily offered to him/her by you 

or do you wait for another to step up? 

 What inheritance do your family members get from you? Do they experience a person whose life is 

informed by the message of Christ or do they get a person who is distracted from the essentials? 

 What do I volunteer for? Who benefits from the talents with which I have been blessed and the 

training and education others have given me to share with my community? Do I do enough? 

Sadly, I know all too well what answers I would have to give. 

 

I could go on, but this self-examination must become a personal one. I invite you to do something today. Look in 

the church bulletin. Find each reading in your bible; read each one in order, thoughtfully, and ask: “How does this 

passage apply to me?” I think you will come away touched by the word of God. I did and I am grateful for the 

refocusing these readings kick-started in me. 
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What data are being collected for the Parish Council’s Strategic Planning? 

The first task is to answer the question Who are we? Using the parish registry, we are studying our demographics 

(age, sex, household structure, families with children, and duration of membership) and looking at the geographic 

distribution of parishioners by household type. The parish registry is the source that provides us with the 

information that is critical for our planning.   

Are you registered?  

Last year Council conducted both a registration and a re-registration. But our registry is far from comprehensive. 

Don’t assume because you registered 20 years ago that you’re automatically in the new one. This fall we will be 

handing out registration forms to fill the gaps in our registry. 

 

What other data are being collected for the Parish Council’s Strategic Planning? 

In addition to demographics, we also must examine our culture at St V because it has a strong influence on how we 

face our future. Do we hunker down, focused on surviving, or do we embrace change and thrive?   

To explore our culture, we want parishioners who have opinions or who are key influencers to give us a SWOT 

analysis (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats) assessing the health of our parish community. You don’t 

have to wait for us to ask you, if you’re willing to prayerfully consider and thoughtfully complete the survey, 

contact Parish Council President Audrey Rogers. It’s important and it will be appreciated.   

How will we evaluate our resources for the Strategic Planning? 

Parish resources fall into three categories: financial, facilities, and people (or as Fr. Dick likes to say “bucks, 

building, and bodies”).  We will examine income, expenses, and trends in donations for past 5 years and evaluate 

the facility and campus and its need for upgrades, maintenance, and security.  

As for the “bodies,” we will look at our Mass attendance trends, membership, and engagement in ministry and 

mission and consider: 

This year the Parish Council is working to establish a Five-

Year Strategic Plan. This process has two phases: data 

collection and then the actual planning that focuses on mission 

and mission support activities and articulates the theological 

(why), the pastoral (what), and the temporal (how).  We’ve 

started the data collection in three specific areas:  

 Who are we?   

 What are our resources?  

 And what is our journey?  
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 How healthy are our committees: what is their membership by duration, attendance, leadership?  

 How meaningful are our programs: what is the level of participation and attendance?   

 To what degree do we serve others, i.e., what types of service, our participation in them, and how many 

people do we serve?  

 

Will the congregation be involved in the Council’s data collection for Strategic Planning? 

While much of the needed information already exists in our registry, records, and committee minutes, the most 

important assessment lies in our people. 

 What is our spiritual journey today and where should we find nurture on the way?  

 If the vision of our parish community is “To become a People visibly transformed by Word and Sacrament 

to Serve,” to what degree are we living our vision?  

 What does it mean to us to become visibly transformed? For what are we hungering?  

We hope to capture this more elusive aspect of our evaluation process through a pew survey at weekend Masses. 

But independent opinions on this would be gratefully received.  

What happens after data collection? 

The actual work of developing the plan! We are applying the methods proposed by the National Leadership 

Roundtable on Church Management.  Planning begins with clarity of mission. It is helpful that we went through the 

process of re-visioning our mission statement in 2010. With this in mind, the next step is to fully understand our 

current reality: What is emerging, peaking, declining, and disappearing from our reality? It is here that our data 

collection will be of use in identifying 4 to 7 key features of our current reality.  

Studying these key features will produce up to 7 key focus areas to be addressed within the pastoral life of the 

parish over the next 1 to 3 years. Also included should be key measures of success and options and adaptations of 

the strategy for the following 1 to 3 years.  

Too often parish strategic planning fails because it is not mission-derived, data-driven, and prayerfully discerned. 

The planning process becomes dense with pages and pages of program compromises to fit an array of personal 

agendas or private turf. Fifty page tomes heavy on detailed activities are produced and immediately start to gather 

dust on the shelf. We will not do that. 

We are interested in producing an adaptive plan that is no more than 3 to 4 pages. It outlines where we want to be in 

5 years in the key focus areas and leaves the programmatic implementation to the expertise and creativity of our 

committees and staff. The Council and pastoral team provide oversight and evaluation to complete the adaptive 

feedback loop. 

It will be a busy year! The Ad Hoc Strategic Planning Group should have a draft 5-year plan for Council review in 

early spring. Questions? Comments?  Audrey Rogers 443-627-8804 or jonaud2@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

mailto:jonaud2@comcast.net
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Pastor’s Reports: Father Lawrence shared that he submitted the parish’s financial report to the Archdiocese. He 

has delegated the writing of the mission and program annual report to the Archdiocese to Chris McCullough, 

Pastoral Associate. Father Lawrence is now living at his new residence; he expects to move his remaining objects 

out of the rectory within the next six weeks.

Status Report on Catholic Churches of Central City (CCCC):  The CCCC has been working on joint RCIA and 

will implement it this year for three of the five CCCC parishes (Sts. Vincent, Ignatius, and Corpus Christi).  Anne 

Maura English is our representative. The meetings will rotate with one-third occurring at each of the participating 

parishes in sequential fashion. We expect to have confirmation at this year’s Vigil, but no baptism.  The joint RCIA 

program will be evaluated after this year’s implementation.  

Finance Report/ FY14 Budget: The FY14 budget had not been finalized for Council action at the last meeting and 

was presented at this one by Dennis Flynn. The Council approved the budget on August 13. 

Finances Presentation to Parish: One of the objectives adopted by the Council this year is to communicate the 

parish’s finances in a more understandable manner. Currently the budget is published once a year in TSC; however, 

this accounting employs the Archdiocesan reporting categories, which are often not intuitive.  

 At the July Council meeting, Maureen Fitzsimmons presented an annual and monthly fixed cost analysis 

for Council’s review within the context of estimated annual and monthly income. This ‘fixed cost – offertory 

income’ analysis showed a monthly shortfall of $5K; when maintenance, supplies, and programs are factored in, we 

are almost $23K short per month.  This annual deficit is not new; it has been offset in previous years by one large 

annual donation which has allowed us to maintain the status quo. Most of the annual donation received in March 

was used to cover outstanding expenses in FY13, leaving approximately $50K in cash to offset the monthly deficits 

until March 2014 which is untenable financially.  

 Given this report and our annual objective, the Council discussed in its August meeting the best strategy for 

informing parishioners (when? who? how?) and decided that the information should be made available early in this 

fiscal year. An Ad Hoc Committee, comprised of the Finance Committee members, Peggy Meyer, Laureen 

Brunelli, and Audrey Rogers was charged with meeting with Fr. Dick and Chris McCullough to identify options for 

this disclosure and bring these back to Council for discussion and action in September.  

In September the Ad Hoc Committee submitted a report that recommended:  

 financial information be communicated by the Parish Council 

 communication occur through a letter to be distributed after Communion on October 6 and 13 

 letter distribution be followed by Town Hall Meeting between Masses on October 20 with Q&A sessions 

after 7:15 and 11:45 Masses for those who cannot attend the Town Hall 

 information be provided on how to implement online electronic giving 

The Ad Hoc Group also submitted a draft letter to Council which was slightly amended at the meeting and 

approved. The FY14 budget will be printed in the next issue of Together Sharing Christ and posted on the website. 

 

Maintenance Endowment: In the September meeting it was announced that the Finance Committee’s 

recommendation last year to establish an endowment to fund operations and maintenance has moved forward with 
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an initial donation. This is a separate endowment from the one established as part of the Historic Trust Fund. At this 

time we can expect about $400 annually from this new endowment.  

 

2013-14 Strategic Planning Committee:  In response to the request of Council July meeting, Audrey Rogers 

shared the content and timeline of the strategic planning data collection process.  Surveys for the self-evaluation of 

the Council’s standing committees have been developed and were sent to the Council for information and comment. 

These will be given to last year’s committee chairs to complete. (The data will be useful in the preparation of the 

Archdiocesan report as well.) In September, the Planning Process continued to move forward, although the 

timeline has needed a few adjustments. Registry data are incomplete.  Most committee evaluations have been 

received. Financial and attendance data are being collected. A parishioner-based evaluation of the health and 

culture of the parish is being prepared using the SWOT model from business (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, 

and threats). This will be distributed after the Town Meeting. A pew survey is also being developed to determine 

what is needed by parishioners on their spiritual journey.  The entire process has been communicated to 

parishioners in a number of ways: a frequently-asked questions document is posted on the web and has been 

distributed via email. Portions of it are also published weekly in the bulletin. The entire process will also be 

presented at the Town Meeting. 

Registry Data: Laureen Brunelli shared that last fall’s re-registration process was not comprehensive. 

Approximately 153 families filled it out, but many more did not.  As it exists, it will not be useful in the parish 

planning process.  The old database is filled with many older entries that may not be active parishioners but who 

wish to remain on our mailing list.  Ultimately we will have a merged database for general communication with a 

subset of active parishioners for planning purposes. There will be a major push to register or re-register all currently 

active parishioners who are not in the new registry database.  

 

Facilities Committee Reorganization: Dave Potts and Dan Rolandelli are the new chairs and convened a meeting 

to discuss the reorganization of the committee given our campus needs and the end of the Art and Architecture 

Working Group whose mission ended with the completion of the Sesquicentennial Renovation of the Church and 

the added tasks of rectory renovation and tower restoration. Report on Issues in the Park: The rules for the 

church’s park are being ignored and conditions in the park are slowly deteriorating to where they were when the 

city threatened legal action against us. Sara Kelley explained the need to reboot Park Working Group and proposed 

that its functions be divided into four areas: scheduling volunteers, interacting with donors, assessing the conditions 

in the park and enforcing rules, and coordinating with the Facilities Committee for necessary repairs.  Sara will 

schedule volunteers; other functions need coordinators. A major component of effective enforcement of park rules 

relied on the assistance of the Downtown Partnership of Baltimore. Initially this arrangement worked well and was 

to have been continued through funding by the neighborhood hotels. Fr. Lawrence has no information on whether 

this funding has ever been received by the DPOB. The more important ‘clearing’ of accumulated belongings and 

donations is not occurring, and tarps and tents are starting to appear. Audrey asked Fr. Lawrence to call Kirby 

Fowler of the DPOB, and she also asked Fr. Lawrence to address the parish about the purpose and need for 

volunteers in the park. Sara will need and deserves this level of support to re-launch all the efforts that are needed.  

 

Committee Reports 

Liturgy Committee – John Helie, Chair; Valerie Rolandelli, Vice-Chair – August: At the Liturgy Committee 

Retreat, the agenda includes reviewing the Committee's mission statement and responsibilities; setting meeting 

dates; setting goals/objectives for the next liturgical year; begin planning for Advent (Cycle A); and reviewing the 

parish survey on the Lenten/Easter cycle services and begin planning improvements to these services in reaction to 
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the survey to make them more meaningful to more people. September: The Liturgy Committee held its annual 

retreat day on August 24. We were pleased to introduce a new member to the committee, Matt Hill, who has been 

attending St. Vincent’s for the past two years. Lively discussion regarding the reconstruction of the Lenten and 

Triduum services took place. By the end of the retreat, we had agreed to the following committee objectives for 

2013-2014: Complete the training of lectors and planners in the use of the ambo and microphone. Act on the 

participation of the parishioners in the Lenten and Triduum services by reconstructing those liturgies that were 

evaluated as the least meaningful (Good Friday, Stations, and the All Night Easter Vigil). Recruit and mentor new 

liturgy planners. Explore ways to reach out without intrusion to the other liturgies, regarding bread baking, liturgy 

planning etc. Enhance the website and bulletin with more information about liturgies and liturgical practices at St. 

Vincent’s. 

Education and Enrichment Committee – Peggy Shouse, Chair -  August:  Retreat Evaluations: Most comments 

were favorable.  It was decided to revise the form to clarify the rating system. Retreat, 2014:  Theme is to be 

decided at the next meeting; the 2014 retreat will be on 5/30, 31, & 6/1/2014. Chair: Since Kathi Jeffra can no 

longer chair the committee, Peggy Shouse has agreed to chair the committee until spring 2014. Communication: 

Rita is to post all meeting dates in the bulletin and email tree, together with an open invitation to all. September: 

The Family Life Subcommittee has assigned responsibility for specific tasks to the following people: Fred 

Jorgensen:  Coordinate communication regarding events, programs, etc. through the web-page, email tree, and 

bulletin; Bethany Gregg: Coordinate and arrange social events; Chris McCullough: Coordinate education and 

enrichment programs for parents; Caroline Umana: Coordinate and plan service projects; Joe Hamilton: Coordinate 

the provision of materials on spiritual dimension of family life. Several potential leaders for the parish retreat have 

been contacted to determine their interest and availability.  There was discussion regarding updating our currently 

static webpage.  

Social Action Committee – Peggy Meyer and Ray Heil, Co-Chairs – August: Our Daily Bread is now receiving 

fresh produce so please consider cleaning and chopping some Sunday from 1-4 p.m. The Resource Exchange 

supplied 9 individuals, whom Healthcare for the Homeless placed in apartments, with furniture and starter kits in 

July.  Friday dinner served 150-250 guests each Friday evening. Peace & Justice Subcommittee attended the fair 

development demonstration at City Hall criticizing a Harbor Point $107 million tax increment financing 

development.  Christopher Place cannot help us on Saturday mornings in cleaning the park, at least for the next few 

months but Helping Up Mission gentlemen continue to do a great job the first Saturday of each month. The men’s 

emergency services program took off July and August. The food program paid for the Christmas turkeys in June 

and a large Maryland Food Bank bill spending about $1400. September: We attended a press conference for BGE 

Green Grant recipients. St. Vincent’s is to receive $10,000 for solar panels. Jonestown Planning Council had a large 

crowd this month and heard from the Hendler Building developers hoping to break ground next year. They 

discussed improving a park and putting a Ronald McDonald House on the property. (Note: This is not our church 

park.) Helping Up Mission Director discussed plans for a building for women. The high tech center proposed for 

Central is on ice. Exeter Garden is built! Jonestown City Lab will begin projects using Johns Hopkins’ students and 

neighborhood children to improve the neighborhood. The Resource Exchange supplied 5 individuals with furniture 

and starter kits in August. We need small couches or love seats! Friday Dinner serves 150-250 guests each Friday 

evening. The food program spent about $1500 in August.  

Facilities Committee – Dave Potts and Dan Rolandelli, Co-Chairs  

 The damaged joist in the upper croft is in need of repair; however, it was determined that the joist does not 

support the roof and therefore of a lower priority.  

 It was suggested that several small holes in the rectory roof be sealed with an elastomeric paint. 
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 Rain water appears to be staining the south side of the church.  There could be several reasons why—including 

an undersized gutter, too few downspouts, or the gutter could be filled with debris.   

 The outside of the church needs to be painted, the foundation requires shoring and some door frames need to be 

replaced.  This will require an estimated capital expenditure of $250,000.  Several means of potential funding 

were discussed. 

 Chris plans to get a few security companies to help assess the church’s security needs. 

 A licensed electrical contractor needs to be hired to perform an inspection and recommend a course of action 

for the electrical wiring in the undercroft. 

 An assessment of the structure under Fr. Chuck's tub was that the crack in the truss, was not dangerous and also 

not a cause of the sinking tub.  He said the underlayment and the flooring was the problem. If that is the case, 

then this is major savings. 

 Dan Rolandelli will be meeting with someone about a gutter guard for the south side church. 

 Chris met with representatives from Baltimore Trades Guild, Maryland Historic Trust and Baltimore Heritage 

Foundation to further the discussion and investigation on how to raise money for the preservation of the 

Church’s exterior. 

 Chris is still gathering information on security systems.   

 Committee members evaluated the park benches to see the repair needs. 

 The committee needs to have decisions made on re-purposing the rectory rooms;  then need to discuss a 

cleaning schedule with Fr. Dick for the possible re-purposing the front parlor for the nursery kids. 

 The Rectory Dining Room rug was cleaned by volunteers and the carpet cleaned and re-laid. 

 

Communications/Outreach Committee – Laureen Brunelli, Chair; Jackie Range, Vice-Chair   

Proposal for parish network: Chris McCullough and Laureen received a proposal from Go Consulting to set up 

cloud-based network using Google Apps for Business, which are free for nonprofits. Instead of using the in-house 

network for staff only, the parish's network would be in the cloud with drives, documents and calendars in Google. 

This would let staff give access to parts of the network to parishioner volunteers. It was decided that staff will 

consider separately.  Website Training: Since there has been so little participation by website editors, it was agreed 

that this current model is not working and that retraining wouldn't make sense at this time. Instead, Laureen will 

further try to encourage committees to submit information for the web to her directly or pull it out of bulletin 

submissions. Directory: We received the directory proofs back from LifeTouch on 9/6. We are currently 

proofreading it. We expect we should have it available for distribution by the end of September or early October. 

 

To see the full version of the minutes, go to http://www.stvchurch.org/council-minutes-reports/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stvchurch.org/council-minutes-reports/


 

21 

 

  

Annual Budget    Monthly 

Income 

Offertory 
 

219,700 
 

18,308 

 

Expenses 

Maintenance salary 

 

 
10,462 

 

 
872 

Office salary 35,332 2,944 
Music salary 15,969 1,331 
Pastoral Assoc salary 57,744 4,812 
Clergy salary 23,400 1,950 
Religious Ed salary 13,303 1,109 

 156,210 13,017 
 

FICA & Medicare 
 

10,160 
 

847 
Clergy medical ins 8,460 705 
Clergy pension 9,515 793 
Clergy car insurance 1,836 153 
Lay pension 12,968 1081 
Lay medical insurance 17,583 1465 

 60,521 5,043 
 

Income less salary & benefits 
 

2,969 
 

247 

 

Church insurance 
 

20,238 
 

1,686 
Church utilities 17,700 1,475 
Rectory utilities 23,400 1,950 
Telephone 3,600 300 

 64,938 5,411 
 

Less insurance, utilities 
 

(61,969) 
 

(5,164) 

 

Archdiocesan tax 
 

60,000 
 

5,000 

 
Less tax 

 
(121,969) 

 
(10,164) 

 

Church maintenance 
 

22,500 
 

1,875 
Rectory maintenance 12,000 1,000 
Church maintenance supplies 5,300 442 
Office expense 9,500 792 
Liturgy supplies 15,800 1,317 
Clergy education 1,500 125 
Household 450 37 
Votive candle expense 3,400 283 
Catholic Review 940 78 

 71,390 5,949 
 

Less maintenance and supplies 
 

(193,359) 
 

(16,113) 
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Adult religious ed 
 

7,500 
 

             625 
Child religious ed 5,000 417 
Family religious ed 8,500 708 

Advertising 1,600 133 
Peace and justice 8,500 708 
Tiution assistance 49,100 4,092 

 80,200 6,683 
 

Less programs   (273,559)  (22,797) 
 

 
 

Income 

Poor Box 8,000 

Poor Box: Emerg  Serv 20,000 

28,000 

 
Expense 

Charity 28,000


